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The purpose of this assignment is simple - to help prepare you to be successful both in the AP Literature class 
and on the exam in May, specifically Essay Question 3. In that one, you will be given a very general prompt and 
asked to write about a work of “literary merit.” AP will provide you with a list of recommended works, but you 
can choose any. So obviously, the more you’ve read, the more confident you will feel going into this question. 
(See the last page for some sample past AP prompts like the one you will write the third day of class.)  
 
If the very prospect of having to read two or three books this summer is daunting to you, this might be an 
excellent time to re-think your decision to take AP Literature. I can promise that this will be a challenging and 
rewarding experience, but if you don’t like reading enough to read at least a couple of books over the course of 
ten weeks, the GPA boost of AP will likely not be worth it. But that is, of course, up to you to decide.  
 
Part 1 - Literary Terms for test on DAY 2! 
Now seems like as good a time as any to memorize the first 50 literary terms, no? Below is a link to the Quizlet 
set for you to study, however, you should know - the test will consist of identifying examples as well as 15 
terms which you have will just have to define off the top of your head. The definition doesn’t have to be 
word-for-word, but it needs to be accurate and complete, so you’ll actually have to know the definitions, not just 
the term. 
https://quizlet.com/297600283/ap-literary-terms-flash-cards/ 
 
Part 2 - Common Reading 
Everyone will read the book How to Read Literature Like a Professor (henceforth, HTRLLAP). This is an 
excellent handbook to the type of reading that you will be doing in AP as well as in college. If possible, I’d 
recommend purchasing your own copy so that you can mark it up, but you may also check it out from a local 
library, and I’m working on getting some copies for our CLHS library as well. If you need help, please contact 
me at the email above.  
 
After EACH chapter (there are 26!) summarize 2-3 main points for your notes. Below is a sample from Chapter 
1.  
 
Chapter 1:  
Every trip is a Quest (Except when it’s not)  
Main Ideas:  
-There is usually a quester, a place to go and a stated reason to go there.  
-The quester usually encounters numerous challenges and trials that help him/her on the journey.  
-The ultimate reason for the quest is to gain self-knowledge and understanding.  
 
Due: The second day of class, TYPED and PRINTED 
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Part 3 - Choice Novel 
For part 3, you will read one or two of the novels from the list that follows. I, of course, recommend that you 
read two, but I know that you have other summer assignments and possibly even other summer plans (gasp!), so 
one is fine.  
 
As you read, you are looking to apply the concepts that you learned in HTRLLAP. You will choose 10 of the 
chapters in HTRLLAP, and for each one you will write 1-2 paragraphs explaining how you have used the 
concept/understanding in HTRLLAP to deepen your analysis of the choice book.  
 
Here is an example from the novel The Kite Runner for Chapter 1 of HTRLLAP.  
 
Chapter 1: Every trip is a Quest (Except when it’s not)  
Main Ideas (From Part 2) 
-There is usually a quester, a place to go and a stated reason to go there  
-The quester usually encounters numerous challenges and trials that help him/her on the journey  
-The ultimate reason for the quest is to gain self-knowledge and understanding  
 
Connection: In The Kite Runner, Amir’s quest is to return to his past to set right the wrong he did as a young 
child. His reason for returning to Afghanistan is to rescue Hassan’s son Sohrab, who has been sold as a child 
prostitute to Amir and Hassan’s childhood enemy. Amir faces many challenges, including restrictions imposed 
by the Taliban, and the physical and mental challenge of confronting Assef. Ultimately, having completed his 
journey, Amir gains valuable knowledge about himself and his relationship to his own past as well as the 
possibilities of the future.  
 
Due: You will turn in your 10 entries (one for each chapter of HTRLLAP), TYPED and 
PRINTED, on the second day of class. 
 
Choice Novel Options 
A note about how I chose the books below.  

1. They are not terrifically difficult reads. They don’t make use of particularly confusing narrative structures and they were all, 
for the most part, published fairly recently, so you won’t be struggling with prohibitive old-fashioned language or phrasing. 
We will read plenty of books during the year that aren’t so accessible, but for summer, I’d like you to be able to read it on a 
beach, if that’s what you’re into.  

2. They all appear very frequently on Question 3’s recommended novels, so they have wide applicability and College Board 
thinks highly of them.  

3. Several are available in the CLHS Media Center.   
 

Atonement, Ian McEwan 
All the Pretty Horses, Cormac McCarthy  
The Bonesetter’s Daughter, Amy Tan 
Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 
The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter, Kim Edwards 
Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro 

Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood (Author of The Handmaid’s 
Tale)  
The Piano Lesson, August Wilson (A play) 
Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver (My favorite) 
A Prayer for Owen Meany, John Irving 
Reservation Blues, Sherman Alexie 
Song of Solomon, Toni Morrison 



Part 4 - In Class Essay 
On the third day of class, you will write a Question 3 response based on your choice book OR on another work 
of literary merit. I will give you several prompt choices, but this will be the first assessment of your abilities in a 
timed writing format. Below are three examples of Question 3 prompts. These are not necessarily the prompts 
you will write to in class.  
 
2018 -  
Many works of literature feature characters who have been given a literal or figurative gift. The gift many be an 
object, or it may be a quality such as uncommon beauty, significant social position, great mental or imaginative 
faculties, or extraordinary physical powers. Yet this gift is often also a burden or a handicap. Select a character 
from a novel, epic, or play who has been given a gift that is both an advantage and a problem. Then write a 
well-developed essay analyzing the complex nature of the gift and how the gift contributes to the meaning of 
the work as a whole.  
 
2017 -  
Select a novel, play, or epic poem that features a character whose origins are unusual or mysterious. Then write 
an essay in which you analyze how these origins shape the character and that character’s relationships,a and 
how the origins contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole.  
 
2016 -  
Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The character’s dishonesty may 
be intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may choose to mislead others for personal 
safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a crime. Choose a novel or play in which a character 
deceives others. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the motives for that character’s deception and discuss 
how the deception contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.  


